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BSN Program Requirement | Standard 
Conflict of Interest 

Purpose 
A conflict of interest is defined as any situation that could compromise nursing judgment or care due to a 
personal or familial relationship with an assigned: 

• Client, resident, or patient 
• Health care provider 
• Facility, agency, or patient care area 

Personal or familial relationships may include, but are not limited to: 

• Friends 
• Neighbors 
• Relatives (e.g., parent, sibling, extended family) 
• Friends of family members 

Conflicts of interest can create ethical dilemmas and jeopardize professional responsibility. All situations will 
be reviewed on a case-by-case basis by the Practice Teacher and the Nursing Practice Placement Coordinator 
(NPPC). Decisions will be made in the best interest of all parties involved. 

Important: Failure to report a conflict of interest will result in an Unsatisfactory (U) rating in Domain 1: 
Professional Responsibility and Accountability of the Practice Appraisal Form (PAF). 

Clients / Residents / Patients 
BSN students have a professional and ethical responsibility to report any actual or perceived conflict of 
interest related to clients, residents, or patients. Conflicts must be reported to the assigned Practice Teacher or 
NPPC. If necessary, an alternate placement or assignment may be arranged.  

Health Care Providers 
Health care providers include hospital or community-based staff assigned to students in mentorship or 
preceptorship roles. These individuals are responsible for: 

• Providing constructive feedback 
• Supporting skill development 
• Enhancing patient care abilities 
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If a conflict of interest exists between a student and a health care provider, it places both individuals in a 
compromised ethical and professional position. This must be immediately reported to the Practice Teacher or 
NPPC. An alternate provider may be assigned. 

Facilities / Agencies / Patient Care Areas 
Students may be assigned to practice settings where they have prior personal or professional connections. A 
conflict of interest may exist if the student has previously worked, volunteered, or has close personal 
relationships with staff in the assigned area. Such familiarity may compromise objectivity, confidentiality, or 
the integrity of the learning experience. 

Students are required to disclose any potential conflicts to the assigned Practice Teacher or NPPC prior to 
beginning the placement. Alternate assignments may be arranged to ensure an unbiased and professionally 
appropriate practice environment. 

Reference 
For more information, please refer to BCCNM’s Conflict of Interest Practice Standard. 

 

https://www.bccnm.ca/NP/PracticeStandards/Pages/conflictofinterest.aspx
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