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Overview

UBC Okanagan’s School of Nursing provides diverse and meaningful practice placement experiences
throughout but not limited to the Okanagan Valley. Our goal is to offer students opportunities to consolidate
their theory, seminar, and lab learning through real-world clinical settings.

Definition of a Practice Placement Experience

A practice placement experience refers to the part of a nursing course where patient and/or client interactions
occur. These can take place in a variety of settings, including hospital patient care units, community clinics, and
clients’ homes.

Practice sites are located within the Okanagan Valley and within a 100-kilometre radius of the UBC Okanagan
campus. These placements may occur in a variety of communities and care settings throughout this area. It is
anticipated that all students will be required to travel outside of Kelowna for practice placements at some
point during the BSN program.

Placement Locations
Practice placements may be assigned in, but are not limited to, the following areas:
e Armstrong

« Kelowna

o Lake Country
e Lumby

e Penticton

e Salmon Arm

e Summerland

e West Kelowna

e Vernon

Every effort is made to place students within a 100-kilometre radius of campus. In rare instances when
placements within that radius are unavailable, sites as close as possible to the 100-km boundary will be
secured.

Transportation Expectations
e Public transit services may not meet the transportation needs for all practice placement sites.
e Requests to switch placements due to transportation challenges will not be accepted.
o Students are responsible for arranging and covering the costs of their own travel and accommodation.
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e We encourage students to review the BC Government’s “Driving and Transportation: Seasonal Driving”
resources to ensure their vehicle is safe and compliant with seasonal requirements (e.g., snow tires are
mandatory October—April).

Shared Driving Arrangements
Students may choose to carpool with peers or make arrangements independently without UBCO involvement.
However, it is important that students:

e Ensure the driver’s competency and awareness of driving restrictions

o Verify insurance coverage, including liability

e Understand legal limitations under ICBC’s Graduated Licensing

Weather Considerations

UBC Okanagan’s School of Nursing considers weather-related safety a priority. In cases of severe weather,
practice teachers may approve absences from placement on a case-by-case basis. As such, students must
provide reliable contact information to their practice teacher for weather-related cancellations or changes
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/transportation/driving-and-cycling/traveller-information/seasonal
https://www.icbc.com/driver-licensing/new-drivers/Graduated-licensing

