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BSN Program Requirement | Standard
Out of Region Practice Placement

The School of Nursing offers students the opportunity to complete practice placement courses
outside the region during Semester 8 of the BSN program. Eligible courses include:

NRSG 431: Acute Care Preceptorship

NRSG 434: Practice Elective Preceptorship
NRSG 435: Primary Care Preceptorship
NRSG 437: Mental Health Preceptorship
NRSG 438: Community Health Preceptorship
NRSG 439: Global Health Practicum

NRSG 440: Research Preceptorship
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An out-of-region practice placement is defined as a placement located more than 100
kilometers from the UBC Okanagan campus.

A Student Placement Agreement (SPA), also known as an Affiliation Agreement, must be
in place before the start of any out-of-region practice placement. A placement cannot
proceed without a valid SPA

Out-of-Region Placement Requests

Securing an out-of-region placement can be complex and may not always be possible or
confirmed in a timely manner. For this reason, students must notify the Nursing Practice
Placement Coordinator of their intention to apply for an out-of-region placement at least six
months before the anticipated start date.

Students are strongly advised not to make travel or housing arrangements until the placement
is officially approved, confirmed, and a SPA is finalized.

All costs associated with an out-of-region placement - including travel, transportation, and
accommodations - are the responsibility of the student.

If an out-of-region placement cannot be secured, the student must complete their practice
placement within the region.

Eligibility Criteria and Approval Process
Approval for an out-of-region placement is contingent upon the student’s academic and

practice performance, and professional conduct. The School of Nursing cannot provide the
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same level of instructor support for out-of-region placements as it can for for in-region
placements.

The Nursing Practice Placement Coordinator, in consultation with Team Leaders and the
Assistant Director, will review each student’s file and determine eligibility based on the
following criteria:

e Consistently satisfactory performance in midterm and final practice evaluations
e Good academic standing

e Exemplary attendance in practice courses

e No records of unprofessional conduct

Students must continue to meet these criteria from the time of application through to the start
of placement. If a student fails to maintain criteria eligibility at any point, the School of Nursing
reserves the right to revoke approval. In such cases, the student will be required to complete
the placement in-region and will be responsible for any associated costs resulting from the
change.

In addition, each course that offers an out-of-region placement has a specific application
process. Please refer to the Out-of-Region Student Practice Placement Application Procedure for
details.

Review Lab Requirements

All Year 4 NRSG practice courses include a mandatory review lab that must be completed prior
to beginning any practice hours. If a student is unable to attend their scheduled review lab,
they must obtain approval from the Year 4 Team Leader. If approved, the student will either be
rescheduled for an alternative lab or assigned to complete a self-directed review lab onsite at
UBC Okanagan.

Unapproved absences may result in additional instructional costs or withdrawal from the
practice course. Refer to the BSN Program Academic Regulations in the Academic Calendar for
further information

Recall to the Okanagan

The School of Nursing reserves the right to recall students from any out-of-region practice
placement to the Okanagan at any time if:

e Alearning contract has been initiated due to concerns regarding academic, professional,
or clinical performance.

e The student is not meeting course requirements, competencies, or is otherwise at risk of
unsuccessful course progression.

e Safety, risk management, or site availability issues arise at the out-of-region location.

e Institutional, program, or regulatory needs require reassignment.
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e Preceptor or unit related complications (i.e., receiving inadequate supervision, schedule
conflicts, unsafe learning environment etc.)

Upon recall, students must immediately discontinue the out-of-region experience and return to
the Okanagan as directed. The School of Nursing will make reasonable efforts to provide
alternate placement opportunities; however, students may experience changes in timing,
setting, and learning opportunities.

In the event of recall, the timing of course completion may be delayed, which could impact
subsequent course completion dates and the expected program completion end date.

Learning Contracts and Remediation

e If astudent is placed on a learning contract, continuation in an out-of-region placement
is not normally permitted.

e Students under a learning contract will be recalled to the Okanagan and required to
complete remedial activities or reassigned to a local placement where closer oversight
and support can be provided. Placement site will be coordinated based on availability at
that time and discretion of the School of Nursing.

e The conditions, expectations, and evaluation criteria of the learning contract will be
outlined in writing and signed by both the student and the course lead/clinical practice
teacher.

e Required practice hours for the remainder of the practice course will be determined
based on the student’s learning needs and the discretion of the School of Nursing, and
may affect the timing of course and program completion.

Unsuccessful Course Progression

e Students who are unsuccessful in course progression will not be eligible to continue in
an out-of-region placement.

e Students may be required to repeat the course, engage in remediation, or complete
additional learning experiences in the Okanagan at their own cost.

e The School of Nursing is not responsible for financial or logistical impacts of course
failure, remediation, or recall from an out-of-region site.

Costs and Responsibilities

e Students are responsible for all costs associated with recall to the Okanagan, including
but not limited to travel, accommodation, and relocation expenses, unless otherwise
specified by the School.

e The student’s ability to secure suitable accommodation upon recall may impact or delay
course and program completion.

e The School will not reimburse students for losses associated with recall (e.g., lease
agreements, employment disruptions).
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