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Global Health Practice Placement Application Procedure 
 

 
“Global health is an area of study, research, and practice that places a priority on improving 

health and achieving equity in health for all people worldwide. Global health emphasizes 

transnational health issues, determinants, and solutions; involves many disciplines within 

and beyond the health sciences and promotes interdisciplinary collaboration; and is a 

synthesis of population-based prevention with individual-level clinical care.” 

 
Koplan, J.P., Bond, T., Merson, M., Reddy, K., Rodriguez, M., & Sewankambo, N. (2009). Towards a common 

definition of global health. Lancet, 373, 1993-5. doi:10.1016/S0140-6736(09)60332-9 
 

Global health practicums provide unique opportunities for students to practice health care in immersive cultural 

contexts. UBC Okanagan School of Nursing (SON) offers Global Health practicums in rural and remote 

communities both in Canada and internationally. Members of the SON Global Health Committee (GHC), the 

Faculty of Health and Social Development (FHSD) Aboriginal Liaison, and course instructors will be available 

as a resource to students interested in pursuing a Global Health Practicum. 

 

Global health practicums in rural/remote communities in BC and Canada are offered in all three terms. 

Information sessions will be provided with the preceptorship placement information sessions to assist students in 

deciding on applying. Students must successfully complete NRSG_O 431 (8) Capstone Acute Care 

Preceptorship to be eligible for this global health practicum. See Appendix A for additional expectations for 

rural/remote global health practicums.  

 

Global health practicums in Ghana and/or Zambia are offered annually in March/April. If demand is present a 

November/December section may be offered).  Information sessions will be provided about 6 months in advance 

to assist students in deciding on applying. Students must successfully complete NRSG_O 431 (8) Capstone 

Acute Care Preceptorship in January/February to be eligible for this global health practicum. If challenges have 

been identified in NRSG_O 431 (8) Capstone Acute Care Preceptorship, students may require a second acute 

care experience to be able to graduate and therefore may not be able to participate in the global health practicum. 
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See Appendix B for additional expectations for international global health practicums. In the event of 

limited seats, priority will be given to students who are actively involved in community based and/or global 

health initiatives. Some examples are: 

• joining the Global Nursing Citizen (GNC) student group 

• engaging in a NRSG 432 Project related to global health or which place a priority on improving health 

and achieving equity in health for all people 

• participating in activities which place a priority on improving health and achieving equity in health for all 

people 

 

All Global Health placements cannot be guaranteed and there is a risk of cancellation. If circumstances or 

political situations change, students may be called back from the experience. 

 

All students are required to meet the criteria in the Out of Region Practice Placement Experiences Standard in 

order to be eligible for a Global Health Practicum. Eligibility for Out of Region (OOR) clinical practicum 

placement includes the following criteria: 

• Consistently satisfactory practice on midterm and final practice evaluations 

• Consistently good academic standing 

• Exemplary attendance record in practice courses 

• No records of unprofessional conduct 

 
Global Health Practicum Application Process 

 
For the global health practicums in rural/remote communities in BC and Canada students must complete the 

Global Health Practicum Application Qualtrics Questionnaire for Rural/Remote Communities found on the 

Nursing Practice Placement Canvas shell (see Appendix C). This application will be made available with the 

Placement Preference Request Form. Students must also indicate on the Placement Preference Request Form, 

advising the Practice Placement Coordinator of their interest in a Rural/Remote Global Health Practicum in BC or 

Canada.  

 

For global health practicums in Ghana and Zambia students must complete the Go Global Health Practicum 

Application Questionnaire for Ghana or Zambia (see Appendix D). This application will be made available to 

students electronically through the  Go Global Engagement Office and must be submitted by the due date 

https://nursing.ok.ubc.ca/currentstudents/policy-for-bsn-programs/
https://students.ok.ubc.ca/global-engagement-office/go-global/
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identified (generally Sept/Oct). Students must also indicate on the Placement Preference Request Form, 

advising the Practice Placement Coordinator of their interest in an International Global Health Practicum. 

 

The process will include: 

All applications will be reviewed by the rural and remote instructor, the faculty on the GHC, and 

the Assistant Director. The student’s application and their student file will be reviewed considering 

how the student demonstrates the established criteria for an out of region placements. Consideration 

will be given to the idea that the student may have grown in their abilities since an issue was 

identified. The final decision to approve or not approve the application lies with the Director of 

the School of Nursing. 

 

For the global health practicums in rural/remote communities in BC and Canada students will be    

notified by the rural/remote instructor.  

 

For global health practicums in Ghana and Zambia students will be notified by the Go Global   Engagement 

Office.  

https://students.ok.ubc.ca/global-engagement-office/go-global/
https://students.ok.ubc.ca/global-engagement-office/go-global/
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Appendix A 

Additional Expectations for Global Health Practicums in Rural/Remote Communities 

 
Safety 

Possible safety risks associated with with practicum include risks associated with travel and 
limited access to healthcare services. In preparation for the practicum, students should consider 
both individual health/potential risks and potential risks in the placement community. Please 
consult with the rural and remote instructor with any questions or concerns.  
 
Commitment 

Students are expected to engage and to take responsibility for preparing for both the travel and the 
practicum components. These expectations include: 

• Engaging in learning about the placement community and context 
• Specific clinical learning required for the practice site 
• Online courses, modules, review lab, or other activities in consultation with the rural 

and remote instructor and/or as required by the practice site 
 
This is a 240-hour preceptorship experience. Students are expected to complete the 240 hours in 
practice with varying shifts as scheduled with the preceptor. Please prepare for possible additional time 
in community to allow for preceptor or student illness, or other unexpected scheduling issues.  
 

Insurance 

UBC Okanagan Student Extended Insurance provides students with both travel health insurance and 
travel cancelation/interruption insurance. Students who have opted out of this coverage will be required  
to provide evidence of existing travel medical insurance. These students will be encouraged to purchase 
trip cancellation/interruption insurance as well. 
 

• Additionally, the purchase of medical evacuation insurance may be required by students. 
 
Other Expenses 

This experience has expenses beyond the full-term’s tuition. These expenses may include: 
 

• Travel to and from the community (students are responsible for booking their own travel to and 
from placement communities and should book travel insurance as needed) 

• Accommodation (student should consult with practice teacher in relation to this need) 
• Living costs in community, including higher costs for food and supplies 
• Nursing student licensing (may be required outside of BC) 

 
There may be funding available to offset some of these costs, and some communities may provide 
accommodation. Please consult with the rural and remote instructor for further information.  

https://studentcare.ca/rte/en/IHaveAPlan_UBCOkanaganUniversityofBritishColumbiaStudentsUnionOkanaganUBCSUO_WhosCovered_WhosCovered
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Appendix B 

Additional Expectations for Global Health Practicums in Ghana or Zambia 

 
Safety 

Possible safety risks associated with with practicum include risks associated with travel and 
limited access to healthcare services. In preparation for the practicum, students should consider 
both individual health/potential risks and potential risks in the placement community. Please 
consult with practicum instructor with any questions or concerns.  
 
Students should review the following: 

• Student Safety Abroad website 
• Student Safety Abroad policy 
• Canadian Travel Advice and Advisories by Destination 
• Country entry requirements (note these are based on your citizenship) 

 
Students will be required to complete a post-acceptance section for Go Global which includes: 

• Completing a participant agreement. 
• Completing the Student Safety Abroad Registry to provide your travel information. 

and review pre-departure materials to prepare you for a safe journey. 
• Completing the online pre-departure modules. 

 
Students will also register with the Canadian Abroad at https://travel.gc.ca/travelling/registration 
 
Commitment 

Attendance is mandatory at all information sessions/seminars provided by course teachers and/or Go 
Global Engagement Office. These will provide students with required travel and practicum information. 
The expectation are as follows: 

• Two to three team meetings  
• One week of predeparture seminars just prior to leaving 

 
An optional Family Night will be offered early after acceptance to provide information to your 
significant others. The focus will be to share what the experience involves with a focus on safety. 
 
Students are expected to engage and to take responsibility for preparing for both the travel and the 
practicum components. These expectations include: 

• Completing documents required for the placement. 
• Attending the travel clinic for vaccines. 
• Completing the pre-reading as assigned. 
• Participating in presenting, as assigned by practicum teacher during the team 

meetings, pre-departure seminars, and/or in-country seminars. 
• Participating in preparing for the teaching of various health topics to students, 

healthcare workers, or nurses when in country (this may include making teaching 
plans and teaching aids). 

 

https://safetyabroad.ubc.ca/
https://travel.gc.ca/travelling/advisories
https://students.ok.ubc.ca/global-engagement-office/go-global/safety-abroad/#:%7E:text=UBC's%20Student%20Safety%20Abroad%20program,if%20you%20encounter%20critical%20incidents
https://travel.gc.ca/travelling/registration
https://students.ok.ubc.ca/global-engagement-office/go-global/
https://students.ok.ubc.ca/global-engagement-office/go-global/
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Insurance 

UBC Okanagan Student Extended Insurance provides students with both travel health insurance and 
travel cancelation/interruption insurance. Students who have opted out of this coverage will be required  
to provide evidence of existing travel medical insurance. These students will be encouraged to purchase 
trip cancellation/interruption insurance as well. 
 
Other Expenses 

This experience has expenses beyond the full-term’s tuition. Students will be provided with an estimated 
detailed budget at the information session. These additional expenses for a global health practicum in 
Ghana or Zambia are divided into two main expenses: Personal Travel Expenses (flights, vaccines, 
personal items for travel, visas, spending money, etc.) and the Go Global Program Fee (in country 
accommodations, most transportation, student licensing/practicum expenses, some group activities, etc.). 
 
Generally, flights are arranged with the same travel agent as a group and the group travels to the country 
as a team. Each student purchases their own flight with the groups travel agent. Students may book a 
return flight, with the same travel agent to either go directly home or to go on to do personal travel. 
Flights at the end of the practicum need to align with the end date of the course – do not plan to leave 
early.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://studentcare.ca/rte/en/IHaveAPlan_UBCOkanaganUniversityofBritishColumbiaStudentsUnionOkanaganUBCSUO_WhosCovered_WhosCovered
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Appendix C 

Global Health Practicum Application Questionnaire for Rural/Remote Communities 

 
 

1. Why are you interested in a rural and/remote practical experience?  
 

2. Specifically, what are your goals to achieve in this practicum and provide a description of the 
type of experience you hope to gain with this placement.    

 
3. How do you see this practicum influencing your future practice and career plans? (up to 500 

words) 
  

4. How will you prepare for an experiential learning experience in a rural and or remote setting?  
 

5. Have you lived, traveled or worked in any rural or remote communities. If so where? 
  

6. Please list and describe any previous experiences that may help prepare you for this practicum:  
 

7. Do you meet the pre-requisites and criteria for our rural and remote practicum?  If not, please 
share any information you would like the Global Health Committee to consider in determining 
your suitability.  

 
8. Access to healthcare is very limited on this nursing placement. Even minor, well managed health 

conditions may present as challenging to manage while in this rural placement. Please briefly 
share any physical or mental health conditions and challenges you have, as well as how you 
typically manage them.  
 
(Note: If you have any  health conditions you are required to book an appointment with (insert 
teacher name and email address) by (insert date), to discuss proactive actions to support you in 
management of your health while I a rural and remote practicum. 

 
9. The School of Nursing sometimes has research practicums available. Would you consider a 

research practicum? 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Ratified by the School of Nursing October 24, 2016 
Ratified by the School of Nursing February 24, 2025 

 
Page 8 of 8  

 
 
 
 

Appendix D 

Go Global Application Questionnaire for Global Health Practicum in Ghana or Zambia 

 
 

1. Why are you interested in a Global Health Practicum? Share your goals and a description of the 
type of experience you hope to gain with this placement.   How do you see this practicum 
influencing your future practice and career plans? 

 
2. How will you prepare for an experience in a low-income region/country? 

 
3. Please list and describe previous volunteer experience, contributions to the Global Nursing 

Citizens club, community outreach or any other relevant community service you have 
participated in.   
 

4. Have you travelled outside of North America? Please list the countries you have visited. 
 

5.  Have you experienced living in challenging physical environments? If so, please explain. 
 

6. Students will be paired up together and will be sharing rooms. You may have to share a bed.  Are 
you comfortable with this arrangement? If not, please explain.   

 
7. Do you meet the pre-requisites and criteria for Out of Region and Global Health practicums?  If 

not, please share any information you would like the GHC to consider in determining your 
suitability.  

 
8. Access to healthcare is very limited on this nursing placement. Even minor, well managed health 

conditions may present as challenging to manage while in this rural placement. Please briefly 
share any physical or mental health conditions and challenges you have, as well as how you 
typically manage them.  
 
(Note: If you have any  health conditions you are required to book an appointment with (insert 
teacher name and email address) by (insert date), to discuss proactive actions to support you in 
management of your health while in Ghana/Zambia.) 
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